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f Executive Orders and Sage-grouse farms
It has been an eventful few months for the GreaeSmouse and for Audubon Wyoming. On Augu¥t\Wyoming Governor Dave
Freudenthal released an Executive Order endorbiegdnservation of the Greater Sage-grouse. Higftedge, Executive Director
and Vice President of Audubon Wyoming called itttarageous and commonsense act to protect theaurégources of the region.”
Based on months of work by community leaders, caasienists, the energy industry and the agricaltldommunity, the newly
released order puts the Department of the Intemanotice that it must fulfill its obligations taqiect the grouse and the landscapes that
support it.” The Governor has embraced the recondam@mms of countless Wyoming citizens thoughtfudlpd respectfully in
prescribing a management approach that simply msdese," Rutledge said. "Now it's up to the Depantrof the Interior to follow the
lead of the state and adopt management that psatage grouse habitat along with the economic aatity of life benefits the land
provides to all of us."

The Executive Order sets a strong precedent fostde’'s policy on how to protect Wyoming’'s popidas of Greater Sage-grouse.
The “Sage-grouse Core Area Plan” clearly delinekésshabitat areas that are critical to maintairsage-grouse breeding populations.
The order offers guidance to state agencies likdDdpartment of State Lands on how to continueatjpey in a manner that conserves
prime sage grouse habitat. By carefully managiegdévelopment of this habitat, the State of Wyomiiighave a far greater chance
of maintaining this challenged species. It willujeto the BLM on whether or not to adopt the sgpelicy as its own during the next
few months. If the agency decides to adopt thersdecommendations, it will need to reconsidgroit and gas stipulations for sage
country and strengthen them considerably. Sayke&yg, “This is a tremendous opportunity for thedzw of Land Management to do
the right thing and incorporate these habitat renendations into their planning processes. We @ lsage grouse and energy
development, but we have to be careful how we o thihe time to act is now.”

Currently 33 million acres of federal lands in Wyiamare open to mineral leasing and oil and ga®ldewment. Sage grouse “core
areas” that provide key habitat to the species mpass approximately 10 million acres of federadtan If the BLM and industry

decide to seriously consider the recommendationtkeoState of Wyoming, development would still iewaed in these areas, but with
effective mitigation requirements in place. BLMedonot seem to be getting the message. Since A@iBLM has leased 1.1 million
acres of federal lands in Wyoming, of which 401,@@0es are in sage-grouse core areas. Over gdeoftall mineral leases sold since
the inception of the core areas has been inside a@as.” The jury is still out on this one whettter agency will do the right thing

here,” says Rutledge. “We urge citizens to conBld¥l Director Jim Caswell during the weeks ahead ask him to incorporate the
Governor’'s recommendations into the agency’s owityd

Additionally, on September 17 the Wyoming Game and Fish
Commission decided against implementing rules faesgrouse
farming after reviewing testimony from public hews held by the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department. The agency lesh b
called on by the Wyoming State Legislature to gathformation
on a legislative proposal that would have calledtfie creation of
private bird farms in the state to raise sage-grdus release. To
date, there has been little to no success in pigiairie or forest
grouse species even though this work has occunrgdofessional
Zoo captive rearing programs, such as the Houstow'sZ
Attwater’s prairie chick program. The commissiaasserted that
they didn't think that captive-raised sage-grouseil enhance the
challenged species’ populations.  Commissioners e wafso

- concerned about the fiscal costs of such a propdsat Keszler, a

: P AN ; commission spokesperson, says, “There’s no evidémaeif you
A T N S ' raise sage-grouse and then release them thatlthegyrbduce and
survive in the long term.” (Casper Star Tribunept®mber 18, 2008)
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“Thanks to our volunteers, chapter leaders andsalliho attended these hearings, the Commissiopestapp to the plate and made the
right decision here,” Says Rutledge. “We will dook to be ever vigilant in the future to opposuilsir legislative proposals that come
down the pike.”



Bio Blitz:

Through the TogetherGreen national innovation gramtogram, Audubon Wyoming was
awarded funds to conduct a pilot, statewide “BitBli  Audubon’s BioBlitz will combine
scientific data collection as well as community eavess in order to protect and conserve o
sagebrush ecosystem.

What is a BioBIitz?|?For 48 hours, Audubon Wyoming an
its volunteer citizen scientists will poke, prodidapeer at
the wild inhabitants of Wyoming’'s sagebrush ecomyst
During the BioBlitz events, teams of scientistslunteers,
and community members will work together for twoysla
and two nights to find, identify, and learn abosgt rmany
local plant and animal species as possible. Aaduibpes
to use the data collected to help initiate new @mgropriate
monitoring programs as well as refine land managgm
programs. In addition to the inventory data wel Wé collecting, the BioBlitz will also be a
way to educate our local communities about plard wsldlife diversity right in their own
backyard and help them better understand how anydwehshould conserve their non-huma
neighbors.

To ensure the programs success, we will be assegnblliwide range of professionals to lea
each aspect of the data collection. Experts iwdlude geologists, botanists, ornithologist
entomologists, and mammalogists. Simultaneousbdubon hopes to grow its volunteer ba
— a real challenge for a grassroots centered argtiomn located in the least populous stat
However, Audubon plans to reach out to local schodludubon chapters, and other loc
citizens to take part in the unique and fun sciientearning experience only offered by th
BioBlitz. We believe by engaging residents of ales, the BioBlitzs will help Wyoming’s
communities develop a more thorough understandingh® species inhabiting our State’
sagebrush ecosystem which is under intense prestuweeto new and existing energ
development and other factors causing habitatdagsfragmentation. With scientifically soun
information and public support, Audubon Wyomingnsta a better chance of conservin
wildlife and plant biodiversity for future generartis.

The BioBlitz events will occur at two specific aseavithin Wyoming (locations to be
announced) in June 2009 and is open to all agedaanities (kids are encouraged to attend!
For more information please check our website atwanudubonwyoming.orgr give us a ring
at 307-745-4848.

Community Naturalist News:

-Grassroots organizer Mac Blewer has organizedextremely well received trips including
camping trip to the Red Desert and a star watchirening near Laramie. To learn more abo
Mac’s upcoming trips contacting him at mblewer@aatuorg

-Community Naturalist Jess Ryan has been very bwitly school groups
visiting the Center at Garden Creek, as well asingrthe center into a magical
“Enchanted Forest” for kids to enjoy during Hallceme

-Jacelyn Downey attended the National American gisgion of Environmental Educators
conference in Witchita, Kansas where she and Jages g poster presentation. The post
designed by Jacelyn, outlined the Community Naistrafogram and was very well received b
the other educators from around the country.

Dusty Downey in conjunction with the Wilderness Mok Institute of
NOLS organized a Wilderness First Aid course thaktplace at the Center
in Casper. The course was well attended and wibme an annual event.

-Of course all of our Community Naturalists haveeteery busy leading
field trips, presenting in classrooms, and helgingonnect students with nature.



Thanksgiving!

Hint: This animal probably hates

Visit a farm and pick pumpkins.

If you want to get outside and teach your children to
understand that important connection between land
the table, a fall farm visit and/or a pumpkin patch vis
is a great fall outdoor activity.

Almost anywhere you are is within a daytrip or a shqrt

drive to a farm, and fall is when many throw open th
gates to visitors.

Be sure you bring a cooler in case the farm sells other

food goodies, such as apple butter or fresh cheese.

Fall Outdoor Activities on Water

It's probably too cold to go swimming, but fall is a
great time to hit the water. Go canoeing (stunning w
fall leaves changing around you), fishing, go

paddleboating, or simply take a walk along the shorg.

and|
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For years, scientists have worked to understandhbeges that happen to
trees and shrubs in the autumn. Although we dowtkall the details, we do
know enough to explain the basics and help younjoyemore fully Nature's
multicolored autumn farewell. During the growingsen, chlorophyll is
continually being produced and broken down anddsappear green. As
night length increases in the autumn, chlorophgdbpiction slows down and
then stops and eventually all the chlorophyll istd®yed. The carotenoids
and anthocyanins that are present in the leahare tnmasked and show
their colors.

Where do autumn colors come from?

A color palette needs pigments, and there are thpss that
are involved in autumn colo€hlorophyll which gives
leaves their basic green color. It is necessary for
photosynthesis, the chemical reaction that enagiiéess to
use sunlight to manufacture sugars for their fdodes in
the temperate zones store these sugars for thatiemwi
dormant period.

Carotenoidswhich produce yellow, orange, and brown
colors in such things as corn, carrots, and dafpds well
as rutabagas, buttercups, and bananas.
Anthocyaninswhich give color to such familiar things as
cranberries, red apples, concord grapes, bluebeatierries,
strawberries, and plums. They are water solubleaqpear
in the watery liquid of leaf cells.

The off-season around the water is sometimes morg fun

than the peak season.

Fall Camping

This can be a little trickier, but fall can still be a nice
time of year for camping. Essentially, consider the
climate where you will be camping first. You also
should consider visiting a campground that is either
near hotels or has its own heated rentals (such as ¢
or motor homes).

Also be sure to check the weather carefully before vy

abins

go. Sometimes it can be very warm during the day, but

downright cold at night. Pack a sleeping bag for

everyone that is rated for cold temperatures, and be
sure you are well equipped with clothes and gear fol
cold weathe

-Butterflies' taste sensors are in their feet. Theyaste their
food by standing on it..

A

-The Chameleon can focus its eyes separately tateh

two objects at once. !

Many snakes never stop growing. That's one reasohey
must shed their skin..

-The black bulldog ant from Austrah is
the most dangerous ant in the world. It stings antbites at
the same time and has killed humans.




358 North 5" Street
Laramie, WY 82072

Do you enjoy watching wildlife? Love spending tirmethe outdoors?

Then we invite you to volunteer with Audubon Wyougginyou don’t

have to be a bird expert....you just have to be vgllia learn and have
AUDUBON WYOMING fun! Contact the Community Naturalist in your aré@m volunteer

358 N. 5th Street opportunities.
Laramie, WY 82072

E-MAIL ADDRESSES NEEDED FROM AUDUBON MEMBERS.

With Audubon's Sagebrush Conservation Initiative infull swing, we
are going to need to keep in touch with our membensore efficiently
during the coming months and years. Conversely, will be important
for decision-makers to hear from you- our membersabout issues that
are important to you.

Please send e-mail contact info to: ddowney@audubamg

Thank you for your help with this.
Audubon Wyoming Staff




