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Bayard “Bart” Rea is perhaps best known in
Wyoming for his lifelong passion and contri-
butions to wildlife conservation. His distin-
guished contributions include serving on the
Audubon Wyoming board since its inception,
and serving as former president of the Murie
Audubon Society of Casper and Vice Chair-
man of the National Audubon Society Board
of Directors. For his many years of commit-
ment, Bart was recently honored by the Murie
Audubon Society with its 2009 Conservation
Award. Though he and his wife Liz are both
enthusiastic birders, Bart is quick to point out
that the Audubon mission is not exclusive to
birds, but aims for the more encompassing
goal “to conserve ecosystems for all wildlife.”

Bart is particularly concerned with the
plight of the greater sage grouse in Wyoming.
“Times have changed for this icon of Wyo-
ming and the American West,” he says.“With the invasion of
exotic species in the sagebrush steppe ecosystem, the pressure of

drought, the upswing of West Nile virus and

“a 1}1510716[1’)] the loss of habitat from energy development,
the greater sage grouse is faced with a number
approach to of growing challenges. Populations of this spe-

cies have declined to one-half to one-third the

Protectzng CTlthdl size of those during the late 1960s.”
habl tat areas » He applauds the leadership of Wyoming

Gov. Dave Freudenthal and cites the Governor’s

Sage Grouse Core Area Plan as"a visionary
approach to protecting critical habitat areas while allowing for
sustainable oil and gas development.”

By day, the Casper resident is an independent consulting geolo-
gist who is called in on conservation easement transactions to
ensure that the property contributed by farmers, ranchers and
landowners for protection has no likelihood for surface mining in
the future. Bart is one of the few geologists in Wyoming who do
this work. Such mineral evaluations are mandated by the Federal
IRS and his work is integral to making Wyoming conservation
easements happen.
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At 79, Bart remains quite active in the Casper community, and
serves on the Board of the Platte River Parkway Trust, formed in 1982
to develop a trail system along the Platte River that would allow users
to enjoy the river environment and facilitate exercise for health and
well being. Bart and other Board members guide the Parkway Trust,
bringing together diverse community enti-

ties, groups, agencies and individuals to help .. br l ngl ng toge tb er

conserve and develop the river corridor while
preserving and protecting the scenic, natural : :

and historic value of the North Platte River dlverse com munlty
environment,

entities, groups,

“We've established and maintained great rela- . d
tionships between the non—proﬁt board, the city agenCleS an

and county government, and with the people ] ..
at the Wyoming Game and Fish Department,” mn d”/ 1 du a ZS tO 1’) e ZP
he says.“Energy company BP has also been a

generous partner donating eight acres of land conserve an d d eve ZOP

initially, where we developed a beautiful park

with fishing access the river corridor

The Platte River Parkway trail system is now wb lle P?’CS ervzng and

a widely used recreation destination and event

venue that includes a “whitewater park” and pTOtt‘Cfl?’lg...

multi-use trails constructed along an aban-

doned rail corridor. In October 2009 the Park-

way Trust turned the abandoned Tate Pumphouse, an historic brick
structure once used as a pumping station to send water to the town of
Midwest, into a restaurant and public plaza.

Among his civic commitments, Bart is also a board member for the
Casper Area Community Foundation, an affiliate of the Wyoming
Community Foundation, with a mission to improve the quality of life
in the Casper area by connecting people who care with local causes that
matter. At CACE Bart administers the Robert and Janet Schneider
Fund which supports Casper’s arts community and helps to protect
wildlife and habitat. In addition, he is a founding board member of the
Wyoming Stock Growers Agricultural Land Trust (WYSGALT).

Bart sees the future of the Wyoming economy as closely tied with
energy development.“As long as we are dependent on the consumption
of natural resources, then we'll have to get used to a boom and bust
economy.” But no matter how Wyoming ultimately solves its energy
challenges, Bart is unwavering in his belief that wildlife conservation
and the preservation of open spaces must be central to the state’s vi-
sion.“Above all else,” he says, ‘the Red Desert, the Upper Green, the
Powder River Basin and all of the other stunning Wyoming land-
scapes, are what we love as Wyomingites and why we are here”



