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GG1viNG 1T BAack TOo THE RIVER

Jeff Streeter is one of those
fortunate people who knew what
he wanted in life and got it right
the first time. He's been working
as a fishing guide for 36 years now,
and he’s been doing it on the same
breathtakingly scenic river, the
trout rich North Platte.

Born in Middlebury, Con-
necticut, Jeff came to Wyoming
in 1969, spent a few years getting
his B.A. in the Pacific Northwest,
and promptly started his guiding
career. For 27 years he worked
for the famed Old Baldy Club
in Saratoga, a Wyoming icon, as its Streams and Outdoor
Recreation Department Manager and head guide. Retiring
in 2007, Jeff now serves as the North Platte River Project
Manager for Trout Unlimited’s Wyoming Water Project,
where he works with state and federal

agencies, stakeholders (such as conser- “Trout Unllmtted

vation groups), landowners and users to

preserve and protect cold water fisheries lS m)/ Opportunlt)/

in the North Platte. “Trout Unlimited is

my opportunity to give back to the river to glve back to tbe

that has given me so much,” he says.

Jeff’s long career at Old Baldy rwer tkat bas glven

brought him great renown as one of the l’) »
premier fly fishing instructors in the me S0 mucn.
world, and he still guides today. During

his tenure he built the outdoor department from 30 guided
excursions a summer to well over 500 with clients coming
from all over the U.S. and Europe. His clients over the years
included two Supreme Court justices, TV personalities, law
makers, and many corporate executives.“We offered rafting,
birding, picnics in the mountains, whatever the client want-
ed” he says.“There were no set itineraries; we were careful

not to define the client experience.”

Ac TU, Jeft works collaboratively with large landowners
along the Upper North Platte to protect the river’s fisheries.
Despite its productive reputation for trout among anglers,

the North Platte River Valley remains an off-the-beaten path
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destination, whose exceptional beauty is enhanced by its remote and undis-
covered nature.

“The area is still very much intact. It’s a very unique valley since it’s still
dominated by large landowners,” he says.“l ask them to view the fisheries
on their land as a crop. This provides them with much-needed income and
discourages fractioning of land ownership,” he points « .
out. “The landowner’s profit would come from leasing tk e P ote n t1 al
their recreation opportunities like fishing to an entity,’

he adds. “That’s how they would reap annual income. for recreatlon

Enhancing their habitat also enhances their land value!
Jeff notes that Saratoga is only four hours from on Pr“/ate land

Denver, so there are “a lot of potential sportsmen and

outdoor enthusiasts who can come to the North Platte

is very much

River Valley for great recreation opportunities.” Since d d”
over half of Wyoming's 21,600 stream miles are on un erState
private land, the environmental and economic integrity

of recreational activities along rivers depends a great deal on the stewardship

of private landowners, especially ranchers and farmers. Jeff believes that“the
potential for recreation on private land is very much understated” and that

the long-term health of tourism in Wyoming will depend not only on agen-

cies that manage recreation on public land, but on the ability and willing-

ness of private landowners to protect the quality of recreation - fisheries and
wildlife habitats - on their land.

Jeff foresees that Wyoming’s strongest economy moving forward will be a
balance between tourism and recreation and energy extraction.”Trout Un-
limited is not against energy development,” he says, “but we would certainly
like to influence energy development in sustainable ways. Energy develop-
ment will not go away, but we need to step back, slow down and make sure
we don't do something we'll regret. We need to have some very dynamic,

astute folks leading Wyoming.”

Jeff sees the disconnect of so many people from the land as the most press-
ing conservation issue today.“This feeling of disconnect allows us to destroy
natural habitats with little thought of the long-term impact our actions have
on ecosystems. Whether it is energy development, housing sprawl, carbon
dioxide emissions, depletion of ground and surface waters, monoculture ag
practices or logging, we should tread lighter. Profit-generated activities must
be balanced with the needs of our natural environs.”

His approach to conservation challenges is to sensitize people to the
consequences of the demands they place constantly on the environment.
“If one person at a time can be sensitized to the incredible beauty, diversity
and importance of the natural world, we have a good shot. Take a friend
fishing or hunting or just for a walk; give someone this incredible gift. I
believe there is an essential connection we all share with wildness; it must
be rekindled. Only then will people think about conservation.”



