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Listening to His “Call of the Wild”

	 For many years people knew Tim Banks as a law enforcement of-
ficer with the University of Wyoming Police Department in Lara-
mie.  And although he did have a fulfilling and successful 28 year 
career in law enforcement, Tim’s blood (and academic background) 
lay in wildlife and wildlife-associated recreation, and he yearned to 
one day return to his “roots.”

	 Born in Brooklyn, New York, Tim was brought up near northern 
New Jersey’s picturesque Lake Owassa, about 10 miles due east of 

the Delaware River.  “Early in life, I became 
fascinated with hunting and fishing,” he says, 
“and Wyoming was all about wildlife.” So, 
in 1971 he made the journey to Laramie to 
attend UW and pursue a wildlife-related 
career. 

	 Life often has its own direction, and for 
economic reasons Tim detoured into a secu-
rity job at UWPD, and then became deputy 

sheriff for the Albany County Sheriff ’s Department. But he never 
lost his interest in wildlife and the outdoors and eventually migrat-
ed back to UW for a master’s degree in recreation and park admin-
istration. His thesis examined “non-consumptive wildlife activities.”  
“The size of this group is surprisingly significant,” he says. “It’s a 
great diversity of people including bird watchers, outdoor photog-
raphers, and people who just keep a bird feeder in their backyard.”

	 During graduate school, Tim had many seasonal jobs. “My work 
for Wyoming Game & Fish was to travel independently all over 
western Wyoming,” he remembers, “to find and document the loca-
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tion of Whooping Cranes. I loved it, camping and hiking through remote terrain, 
but the seasonal work just wasn’t enough to raise a family.”

	 Accordingly, Tim returned to law enforcement, was named Chief of the Univer-
sity of Wyoming Police Department in 2001, and retired five years later.  

	 In “retirement”, Tim has seized the opportunity to devote more and more time 
and energy to bird-related activities. “Birding has been a common thread through-
out my life,” he says, “and is a part of all of my outdoor experiences.” He’s now de-
veloped an ecotourism business called Bird Brain Activities, which 
provides guided birding tours in southeast Wyoming and nearby 
regions. He has led American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) field 
trips in the Snowy Range, and recently led an Elderhostel group 
on a one week birding tour through western Nebraska and eastern 
Colorado. “I was able to provide some outstanding viewing oppor-
tunities of sandhill cranes for the participants. They were so excited 
to see the cranes flying in over the sunset. It was a moment that 
reconfirmed my calling.”

	 In addition, Tim serves on the Board of Directors of the Lara-
mie Audubon Society, and also does bird surveys for the Wyoming 
Natural Diversity Database, which tracks the distribution and ecol-
ogy of rare plants and animals in Wyoming.

	 Recently Tim has begun to help landowners explore birding ac-
tivities as a way to expand their income stream, which helps Wyoming’s farms and 
ranches to remain intact. In August, when Ladder Ranch in Savery was looking 
to expand activities for ranch guests, Tim was brought in to survey what kinds of 
birds populate the ranch and to pinpoint where they are located.  

	 As a devoted outdoor enthusiast, Tim’s overriding concern is the potential loss 
of wide open spaces in Wyoming. “Wyoming is what America was,” he marvels. 
“In Wyoming you can see landscapes that were there 200 years ago. But this open 
space is a rapidly dwindling resource,” he adds. “We could easily lose our views-
capes.” Tim sees a huge overlap of interest between Wyoming landowners and the 
state’s outdoor recreation industry and recreationists. “Both want to keep the land 
and wildlife healthy, so there is a large amount of compatibility between Wyoming 
agriculture’s desire to keep quality rangeland and in the wildlife interests of con-
servation and sportsmen groups.”

	 Tim believes that “we are in the crosshairs of both oil & gas and renewable 
energy development. It’s an issue and our challenge is to make energy development 
compatible with open space,” he emphasizes. He also notes that “as more and more 
rural subdivisions crop up, we lose wild and scenic viewscapes, and we interfere 
with wildlife migration.” 

	 “I want to play a role in preserving Wyoming’s natural beauty,” he concludes. 
“The more you show people what Wyoming is and what there is to appreciate, 
maybe the more they’ll want to protect it. That may be my small role in the con-
servation effort.”

“Wyoming is 
what America 
was. In Wyoming 
you can see 
landscapes that 
were there 200 
years ago.”


